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One midrash says, "Torah is like a fig tree;" it gives its fruit continuously rather than all at once. Another one says, "Torah is like water;" expressing the value and meaning of Torah with a water metaphor.  

After the exodus from Egypt, after the Sea of Reeds and after Miriam led the celebration, we are told that the people "traveled in the wilderness for three days and found no water."  Water is life, and without it the people became demoralized.  And so is Torah a source of life "for those who hold fast to it."  Torah does not go un-read for more than three consecutive days.  Moreover, Torah was entrusted to "the community of Jacob."  It is our collective inheritance.  

In that spirit we invite our KHL community to take ownership of our Torah scroll by "sponsoring" a portion of Torah.  There can be no more fulfilling act than providing for the very foundation of a Jewish community. Kol HaLev’s “Chai 5 Torah Drive” will culminate in a special Shavuot [the time of the Giving of the Torah] celebration and dinner on Friday, May 21, 2010 to honor all donors. 
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What is the Chai 5 Torah Drive?  We invite you to choose a portion of the Torah to honor a family member, a loved one, a special day or an event by making a five-year gift to our Chai 5 Torah Drive.  Your ongoing commitment to the Chai 5 Torah drive will help ensure that Kol HaLev continues its effort to create a Jewish communal life that meets the needs of our diverse families. 

How can you invest in the Chai 5 Torah Drive?  Make a five-year commitment to sponsor a portion of the Torah as follows:

⁭ $18 per year for a letter/word or name ($90 pledge over five years)

⁭ $36 per year for a verse ($180 pledge over five years)

⁭ $72 per year for a "special Torah verse" such as the Shema, Song of the Sea, 

Ten Commandments, MaTovu, etc. ($360 pledge over five years)

⁭ $108 per year for a weekly parashah ($540 pledge over five years)

⁭ $360 per year for a book ($1,800 pledge over five years)

Alternatively, KHL also invites you to make a one-time gift towards the Torah drive.  Use the enclosed self-addressed envelope to make your first annual gift towards the Chai 5 Torah Drive and include the attached form to designate your sponsored portion of the Torah.  Make checks payable to Kol HaLev, a 501c3 organization, and your donations may be tax deductible.

Contact Rabbi Geoff Basik (443) 956-9462 or gbasik@comcast.net to discuss your sponsored section of the Torah.  For other questions contact Bernie Guyer  (410) 366-2760 or bguyer@jhsph.edu.
